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SUB J : FIVE LABOR LEADERS TO RUSSIA 

SUMMARY: IN A PRESS INTERVIEW, POSSIBLY TIMED TO HASTEN RTG 
APPROVAL, AN EXECUTIVE OF THE THAI LABOR COUNCIL (TLC) ANNOUNCED 
THE GROUP HAD SELECTED FIVE LABOR LEADERS FOR A STUDY TOUR 
OF RUSSIA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN MARCH 1976, THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND INVITED FIVE 
THAI LABOR LEADERS TO VISIT INDUSTRIAL AREAS IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

AT THE SAME TIME TWO ADDITIONAL LABOR LEADERS WERE INVITED TO 
ATTEND MAY DAY FESTIVITIES IN MOSCOW. THE MAY DAY INVITATION 
RESULTED IN CONSIDERABLE ACRIMONY WHEN SPECIAL BRANCH POLICE 
WERE UNABLE TO COMPLETE NORMALLY ROUTINE SECURITY CHECKS IN TIME 
FOR THE TRIP. LABOR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS WERE ALSO ACCUSED OF 
CONDONING THE DELAY. WHEN TLC PRESIDENT PHAISAN THAWATCHAINAN 
CALLED THE SOVIET EMBASSY TO INQUITE ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE 
SECOND INVITATION, SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIALS CLAIMED TO KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT IT. 

2. ONCE THE INITIAL CONTROVERSY DIED DOWN, THE SOVIETS RENEWED 
THEIR INVITATION TO FIVE SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS. THE TLC AND SOME OF 
THE INVITEES INDICATED DISPLEASURE WITH THIS APPROACH, WHICH THEY 
CONSIDERED INCONSISTENT WITH A DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 

THE TLC POSTPONED ACCEPTING THE INVITATION AND REQUESTED THE RIGHT 

TO SELECT THE GRANTEES. COMMENT: SOME OF THE UNION PEOPLE INVITED 
WERE OF THE OPINION THEY WOULD BE LESS VULNERABLE TO ATTACK IF THEIR 
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3. THE SOVIET EMBASSY ACCEDED TO THE TLC REQUEST AND FIVE MEN HAVE 
BEEN SLECTED TO DEPART ON SEPTEMBER 22 FOR A THREE- WEEK VISIT. 

THE LIST INCLUDES THE TWO MEN WHO HAD BEEN INVITED TO ATTEND THE 
MAY DAY CELEBRATION AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD INDICATED 
TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT HE TOO HAD BEEN INVITED EARLIER, 

GIVING THE IMPRESSION THE SOVIETS HAVE, IN THE THAI WAY, 

SUCCEEDED IN NAMING THE GRANTEES. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE THERE ARE NO REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE MORE 
CONSERVATIVE FACTIONS OF THE TLC, THE INDIVIDUALS SELECTED 
REPRESENT THE ATTITUDES OF THE MAJORITY OF TLC LEADERS AND 
HAVE NOT INDICATED ANY PREFERENCE FOR THE SOVIET SYSTEM. IT IS 
HOPED THE HANDLING OF THE SOVIET INVITATION HAS NOT 
ESTABLISHED A PRECEDENT THAT MIGHT PRESENT AN OBSTACLE TO USG 
EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAMS. 

BURKE 
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